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Chapter I

Prologue

Chess, chess, chess. What is chess? A game? No; games are
for children. A sport? No; sports have special shoes. Life itself?

No; ok, let me just tell you. Chess, when you really get down to it, is
when you have a bunch of di�erent shapes on a bit of wood, and you
take turns moving them around. Chess is a language; a system of rules
with meaning and an in�nite decision tree. Any time you say “quick
game?”, that’s chess.

Within She�eld’s philosophy department, a new chess paradigm has
emerged, calling into question fundamental assumptions of both clas-
sical and contemporary chess theory: Are material and positional gains
always to be favoured over equivalent losses? Are king’s- and queen’s
pawn games really ‘playable’? Do considerations of principle always
outweigh those of spiciness?

The ‘hypernaïve’ style of play expounded in this volume is (unsurpris-
ingly) not without its detractors. One noted commentor, J.H.P. Lewis,
described it as “bad chess, poorly played”. But, to paraphrase E.T. Bell,
“time makes fools of us all”. Let’s begin.
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Chapter II

Che Blundero!

Every rose has its thorn, but every thorn has a rose! To
get things right, one must understand how to do things wrong. In

this way, the hypernaïve school is well-versed in blunders. This chapter
deals with two instructive examples.

Roberto Carlos

Consider the following setup in an early game between GM Roberto
“Carlos” Morgan (white) and “Doctor” Emma Bolton (black).1

12. . . cXb4
8rm0lkZns
7o0Z0o0a0
60Z0Z0Z0o
5Z0ZpZbO0
40o0Z0Z0Z
3Z0O0ZNA0
2PZ0ZPZPZ
1SNZQJBZR

a b c d e f g h

Let’s not think too much about
whether black just made the
right move — it’s white’s turn
now!

1https://lichess.org/R0SeiD7n
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13 cXb4
8rm0lkZns
7o0Z0o0a0
60Z0Z0Z0o
5Z0ZpZbO0
40O0Z0Z0Z
3Z0Z0ZNA0
2PZ0ZPZPZ
1SNZQJBZR

a b c d e f g h

Blundero grosso! In his eager-
ness, white has exposed his rook,
yielding 13. . .BXa1.

This particular kind of rook blunder, the so-called ‘Roberto Carlos’,
is a mainstay of hypernaïve play, with countless extant examples. One
interesting, but rarer, variation might follow from the following, fairly
typical, opening sequence.2

1 b3 g6 2 g4 Nf6 3 Nf3 Bg7 4
g5

8rmblkZ0s
7opopopap
60Z0Z0mpZ
5Z0Z0Z0O0
40Z0Z0Z0Z
3ZPZ0ZNZ0
2PZPOPO0O
1SNAQJBZR

a b c d e f g h

White has perhaps played g5 in
the hopes that black will fail to
notice and just let them have the
knight. So far, so principled. In
response, black plays 4. . .Ne4,
threatening the Roberto Carlos
with . . .BXa1.

5 Bb2
8rmblkZ0s
7opopopap
60Z0Z0ZpZ
5Z0Z0Z0O0
40Z0ZnZ0Z
3ZPZ0ZNZ0
2PAPOPO0O
1SNZQJBZR

a b c d e f g h

White recognises the threat
and attempts to head it o�
with Bb2, immobilising black’s
bishop by pinning it to the rook
on h8, threatening a reverse
Roberto.

2Morgan carries out a similar tactic here (https://lichess.org/TvsjAU0h), but
avoids the full Roberto.
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5. . .BXb2
8rmblkZ0s
7opopopZp
60Z0Z0ZpZ
5Z0Z0Z0O0
40Z0ZnZ0Z
3ZPZ0ZNZ0
2PaPOPO0O
1SNZQJBZR

a b c d e f g h

Doppio blundero! Who could
have seen this coming?

Guillermo Blundero

Guillermo del Calabrone was surely not the �rst to have played the
Guillermo, but, through its ubiquity in his repertoire, it is a matter of
consensus that he perfected it. Indeed, del Calabrone’s �rst recorded
use of this blunder3 already displayed full mastery of the technique —
a queen sacri�ce with absolutely no material or positional gain:

1 b3 d6 2 a4 g6 3 Ba3 Bg7 4
f4 BXa1

8rmblkZns
7opo0opZp
60Z0o0ZpZ
5Z0Z0Z0Z0
4PZ0Z0O0Z
3APZ0Z0Z0
20ZPOPZPO
1aNZQJBMR

a b c d e f g h

Black gets o� to a strong start,
successfully executing the
Roberto Carlos.

3playing black against Morgan; https://lichess.org/5GDpf3k4
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. . .30 Qa3 Rc8 31 BXc8 Re4
32 dXc5 Qe1+ 33 Kb3

80ZBZ0ZkZ
7o0Z0ZpZp
60Z0Z0ZpZ
5ZPO0Z0Z0
4PZ0ZrZ0Z
3LKZ0Z0S0
20ZPZ0Z0Z
1Z0Z0l0Z0

a b c d e f g h

Much later in the game, black
�nds himself in a strong posi-
tion, despite having blundered
his rook only a few turns pre-
viously. Probably black’s best
move here is . . .QXg3, recov-
ering the previously blundered
rook.

33. . .Qc1
80ZBZ0ZkZ
7o0Z0ZpZp
60Z0Z0ZpZ
5ZPO0Z0Z0
4PZ0ZrZ0Z
3LKZ0Z0S0
20ZPZ0Z0Z
1Z0l0Z0Z0

a b c d e f g h

Instead, Guillermo chooses
33. . .Qc1, which is followed
immediately by 34 QXc1,
bringing the game to a close.

Exercise

8rZ0Z0Z0Z
7Z0opZBZb
6pZ0a0ops
5Z0Z0Z0ZP
40M0ZkZ0M
3OPZ0Z0O0
20APOPZ0Z
1Z0ZQZKZ0

a b c d e f g h

White to force a Guillermo
Blundero in 2 moves.
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Chapter III

The Morgan-Scoville
Scale

Commenting on his approach to openings, Roberto
Morgan remarks: “The modern chess maestros act as though the

purpose of an opening is to secure a preferable position for future move-
ments. This is the great mistake of their era. A chess opening ought to
serve two purposes. First, to psychologically terrorise one’s opponent.
Second, to revolt against the dominant aesthetic standards of one’s time.
The true virtues of a chess opening are chaos and repugnance. The �rst
moves of a game should not only rattle one’s opponent, but strike fear
in the gods at what they have created.” This chapter will examine some
of the attic-grandmaster’s spiciest openings. Let’s dig in!
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. . .8 Bb2 e5 9 Nf3 Qd6 10
dXe5 BXe5 11 NXe5 QXe5 12
Qd2 Nf6

8rZbZkZ0s
7opZ0ZpZp
6nZpZ0mpZ
5Z0Zpl0Z0
40O0Z0ZPZ
3Z0O0Z0ZP
2PA0LPOBZ
1SNZ0J0ZR

a b c d e f g h

(Morgan v del Calabrone;
https://lichess.org/nf8EVJYg)

Spicé}
The Stinking Bishop
The goal of this opening is to
lull your opponent into a false
sense of security by hiding the
b2 bishop behind the c3 pawn.

13 c4
8rZbZkZ0s
7opZ0ZpZp
6nZpZ0mpZ
5Z0Zpl0Z0
40OPZ0ZPZ
3Z0Z0Z0ZP
2PA0LPOBZ
1SNZ0J0ZR

a b c d e f g h

The c3 pawn is then o�ered as
bait. . .

13. . .dXc4
8rZbZkZ0s
7opZ0ZpZp
6nZpZ0mpZ
5Z0Z0l0Z0
40OpZ0ZPZ
3Z0Z0Z0ZP
2PA0LPOBZ
1SNZ0J0ZR

a b c d e f g h

. . . and down goes the trap!
Black takes with . . .dXc4,
leaving white to capture black’s
queen with 14 BXe5.
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1 e4 e5 2 Nc3 Nf6
8rmblka0s
7opopZpop
60Z0Z0m0Z
5Z0Z0o0Z0
40Z0ZPZ0Z
3Z0M0Z0Z0
2POPO0OPO
1S0AQJBMR

a b c d e f g h

(Morgan v Bolton; https:
//lichess.org/rVobrjiD)

Très Spicé}}

Don Quixote’s Delight
So far black is expecting a fairly
normal game, likely anticipating
f4, Bc4, or g3.

3 Nd5 c6
8rmblka0s
7opZpZpop
60ZpZ0m0Z
5Z0ZNo0Z0
40Z0ZPZ0Z
3Z0Z0Z0Z0
2POPO0OPO
1S0AQJBMR

a b c d e f g h

Taking advantage of the ele-
ment of surprise, white plays
Nd5, well defended by the e4
pawn. Black panics and plays
. . . c6, hoping to scare the knight
away.

4 NXf6+

8rmblka0s
7opZpZpop
60ZpZ0M0Z
5Z0Z0o0Z0
40Z0ZPZ0Z
3Z0Z0Z0Z0
2POPO0OPO
1S0AQJBMR

a b c d e f g h

Undeterred, white takes the
knight, forcing black’s queen
into the open with 4. . .QXf6.
Robbie smash!
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Morgan’s Immortal Game

Throughout chess history one �nds games which forever change the
way the game is played — Kasparov v Topalov, Fischer v Spassky, That
Game at the Opera. I’m not personally that familiar with these games,
but this one surely sits alongside them as the pinnacle of the hypernaïve
school.

Books could be written about this game. In this volume I only have
space to discuss its opening, but I should o�er some of its other high-
lights: four Robertos Carlos — one including a Guillermo Blundero
and another including a ‘doppio’ variation — a frantic pawn chase,
bombastic sacri�ces, and a nail-biting mating sequence. I highly recom-
mend playing the whole game through.1

To put the opening into historical context, by this point Morgan
had already experimented with three-pawns-in-a-row strategies, pre-
empting the Doctor’s Gambit in this game from March 2018, for ex-
ample:2

12 a4
8rZ0lkZ0s
7opo0m0Z0
60a0o0o0Z
5Z0Z0o0op
4POPmPZbO
3Z0ZPZNA0
20Z0ZBOPZ
1SNZQJ0ZR

a b c d e f g h

The ‘far left’ Doctor’s Gambit.

But in the Immortal, Morgan o�ers a revolutionary development of
the Doctor’s Gambit.

1Morgan (white) v del Calabrone (black); https://lichess.org/X1XDVERx
2Morgan v Bolton; https://lichess.org/aCwPn5m5.
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1 h4 d6 2 g4 g6 3 f4 b6 4 e4
8rmblkans
7o0o0opZp
60o0o0ZpZ
5Z0Z0Z0Z0
40Z0ZPOPO
3Z0Z0Z0Z0
2POPO0Z0Z
1SNAQJBMR

a b c d e f g h

A Thousand Suns}}}

Morgan’s Gambit
Four pawns in a row.

4. . .Bb7
8rm0lkans
7obo0opZp
60o0o0ZpZ
5Z0Z0Z0Z0
40Z0ZPOPO
3Z0Z0Z0Z0
2POPO0Z0Z
1SNAQJBMR

a b c d e f g h

At �rst, black responds defen-
sively, but then sees an opportu-
nity to play the Roberto Carlos,
and prepares his bishop with
. . .Bb7.

5 e5 BXh1
8rm0lkans
7o0o0opZp
60o0o0ZpZ
5Z0Z0O0Z0
40Z0Z0OPO
3Z0Z0Z0Z0
2POPO0Z0Z
1SNAQJBMb

a b c d e f g h

With white’s next move, e5, he
o�ers up his rook, and we see
that this ‘blunder’ was his inten-
tion all along. Black accepts the
gambit, playing . . .BXh1, trad-
ing white’s rook for a signi�cant
positional disadvantage.

This sequence arguably secures a victory for white. So, more generally,
what hope is there for black against this opening? My feeling is that
Morgan’s Gambitdeclined is less of a blind alley, but this surely requires
further study.
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Chapter IV

Epilogue: Meditation
on Positionality

Much ink has been spilled on the topic of positionality.
All in vain! Is such-and-such position positional? Look and see.

Exercises

1RMBJQANS
2OPO0ZPOP
30Z0Z0Z0Z
4Z0ZPO0Z0
50Z0Z0o0Z
6Z0Z0Z0Z0
7popopZpo
8snaklbmr

h g f e d c b a

(del Calabrone v Morgan;
https://lichess.org/e0CcgysP)

1. Black to play. Is . . . c4 posi-
tional?
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8rZ0lkZ0s
7Zbo0opa0
6pZpZ0mpo
5Z0ZpZ0Z0
40Z0O0O0Z
3Z0MQONZP
2POPZ0ZPZ
1S0A0J0ZR

a b c d e f g h

(Bolton v Morgan; https:
//lichess.org/5zdynUqJ)

2. From the groundbreaking
‘Doctor’s Gambit’ game. White
to play; is e4!? positional?

8rmblkans
7opo0Zpop
60Z0o0Z0Z
5Z0Z0o0Z0
40Z0ZPZ0Z
3Z0Z0ZNZ0
2POPO0OPO
1SNAQJBZR

a b c d e f g h

(Morgan v M.J. Cull;
https://lichess.org/jaMt21pJ)

3. White to play. Is Ke2 posi-
tional?

1RZ0JQZNS
2O0ZPO0ZP
3NZPo0Z0Z
4Z0o0ZpZ0
50O0A0ZPZ
6Z0Z0Z0Z0
7po0Z0opo
8snakl0Zr

h g f e d c b a

(del Calabrone v Bolton;
https://lichess.org/z0BSYGhn)

4. Black to play. Is . . . c3 posi-
tional?
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1RZ0J0A0S
2OPO0ZPOP
30Z0Z0M0Z
4Z0ZPLBZ0
50Z0Z0Z0Z
6Z0o0o0Z0
7po0Z0opo
8snaklbZr

h g f e d c b a

(Morgan v J.“H.P.” Lewis;
https://lichess.org/usKUKFbj)

5. Black to play. Is . . .Qe7 posi-
tional?

8rZ0Zka0s
7opZ0o0op
6nZ0Z0obm
5Z0Zpl0Z0
40Z0L0ZPA
3ZPZ0ZPZ0
2PZPS0ZBO
1Z0J0Z0MR

a b c d e f g h

(del Calabrone v Morgan;
https://lichess.org/UcpfZPV3)

6. White to play. Is QXd5 posi-
tional?

Solutions

All are highly positional.
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